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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to cx)mmunications filed on November 9, 2005. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements filed January 6, 2006 and August 16, 
2005, have been received and considered by the Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, and 21-32 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claim 1, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schmidt 
et al. (hereinafter Schmidt), U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0034178. 
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6. In considering claim 1 . Schmidt teaches a method for assigning an internal 
port address to uniquely identify a port associated with a routing processor of a network 
device associated with, and having a location within, a system, comprising: allocating a 
location section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the network 
device within the system, (page 2, paragraph 13, page 7, paragraph 102, Fig. 5); 
allocating a routing processor section of the internal port address corresponding to a 
routing processor associated with the routing processor, (page 4, paragraph 59, Fig. 5); 
and allocating a port section of the internal port address corresponding to the port, 
(page 4, paragraph 59, Fig, 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sicill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 2-8. 21-32, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmidt in view of Battou et al. (hereinafter Battou), U.S. Patent Pub No. 
2003/0163555 (previously made of record and not relied upon). 

9. In considering claims 2 and 29, although the teachings of Schmidt disclose 
substantial features of the claimed invention, they fail to expressly disclose: allocating a 
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shelf section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the network 
device within a shelf. 

Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: receiving a line card 
ID corresponding to the location of the line card within a shelf, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, given the teachings of Battou, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Schmidt with Battou to disclose 
allocating a shelf section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the 
network device within a shelf. This would have facilitated locating the network device 
since certain slots within a shelf are typically reserved for certain network devices, 
(Battou, page 8, paragraph 120). 

10, In considering claims 3, 6, 22, and 25, Battou teaches the network device is 
associated with at least one geographical locator indicator, (page 8, paragraph 120); 
and the shelf section is derived from the geographical locator indicator, (page 8, 
paragraph 120). One of ordinary skill in the art would combine the teachings of Schmidt 
with Battou for reasons indicated in considering claims 2, 4, 21 and 23. 

1 1 . In considering claims 4 and 23, although the teachings of Schmidt disclose 
substantial features of the claimed invention, they fail to expressly disclose: allocating a 
slot section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the network 
device within a slot. 
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Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: receiving a line card 
ID corresponding to the location of the line card within a slot, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, given the teachings of Battou, it vi^ould have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Schmidt with Battou to disclose 
allocating a slot section of the Internal port address corresponding to the location of the 
network device within a slot. This would have facilitated locating the network device 
since certain slots are typically reserved for certain network devices, (Battou, page 8, 
paragraph 120). 

12. In considering claims 5 and 24, Battou teaches the slot is located within a 
shelf, (page 8, paragraph 120). One of ordinary skill in the art would combine the 
teachings of Schmidt with Battou for reasons indicated in considering claim 4. 

13. In considering claims 7, 26, and 31, the teachings of Schmidt suggest a 
routing processor is associated with a PCI slot ID, and the routing processor section is 
derived from the PCI slot ID, (page 1 , paragraph 4, and page 4, paragraphs 56-68). 

Although the teachings of Schmidt suggest substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: a slot with a slot ID. 

Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: receiving a line card 
ID corresponding to the location of the line card within a slot, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Schmidt, given the teachings of Battou, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of 
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Schmidt with Battou to disclose a slot with a slot ID. This would have facilitated locating 
the network device since certain slots are typically reserved for certain network devices, 
(Battou, page 8, paragraph 120). 

14. In considering claims 8, 27, and 32, the teachings of Schmidt suggest the 
network device is a line card, (page 4, paragraph 56, also see Fig. 4). 

Although the teachings of Schmidt suggest substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: a line card. 

Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: receiving a line card 
ID corresponding to the location of the line card within a slot, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Schmidt, given the teachings of Battou, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of 
Schmidt with Battou to disclose a line card. This would have advantageously 
demonstrated locating a line card since certain slots are typically reserved for certain 
line cards, (Battou, page 8, paragraph 120). 

15. In considering claim 21, Schmidt teaches a method for assigning an internal 
port address to uniquely identify a port associated with a routing processor of a network 
device associated with, and having a location within, a system, comprising: allocating a 
location section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the network 
device within the system, (page 2, paragraph 13, page 7, paragraph 102, Fig. 5); 
allocating a routing processor section of the internal port address corresponding to a 
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routing processor associated with the routing processor, (page 4. paragraph 59, Fig. 5); 
and allocating a port section of the internal port address corresponding to the port, 
(page 4, paragraph 59, Fig. 5). 

Although the teachings of Schmidt disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: allocating a shelf section of the internal port 
address corresponding to the location of the network device within a shelf. 

Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: receiving a line card 
ID corresponding to the location of the line card within a shelf, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, given the teachings of Battou, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Schmidt with Battou to disclose 
allocating a shelf section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the 
network device within a shelf. This would have facilitated locating the network device 
since certain slots within a shelf are typically reserved for certain network devices, 
(Battou, page 8, paragraph 120). 

16. In considering claim 28, Schmidt teaches a method for assigning an internal 
port address to uniquely identify a port associated with a routing processor of a network 
device associated with, and having a location within, a system, comprising: allocating a 
location section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the network 
device within the system, (page 2, paragraph 13, page 7, paragraph 102, Fig, 5); 
allocating a routing processor section of the internal port address corresponding to a 
routing processor associated with the routing processor, (page 4, paragraph 59, Fig. 5); 
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and allocating a port section of the internal port address corresponding to the port, 
(page 4, paragraph 59, Fig. 5). 

Although the teachings of Schmidt disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: the network device associated with at least one 
geographical locator indicator such that the location section is derived from the 
geographical locator indicator. 

Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: at least one 
geographical locator indicator such that a location section is derived from th^ 
geographical locator indicator, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, given the teachings of Battou, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Schmidt with Battou to disclose the 
network device associated with at least one geographical locator indicator such that the 
location section is derived from the geographical locator indicator. This would have 
facilitated locating the network device within a geographical location, (Battou, page 8, 
paragraph 120). 

1 7. In considering claim 30, although the teachings of Schmidt disclose 
substantial features of the claimed invention, they fail to expressly disclose: allocating a 
slot section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the network 
device within a slot, the slot selection located within a shelf. 
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Nevertheless, in a similar field of endeavor Battou teaches: receiving a line card 
ID corresponding to the location of the line card within a slot, the slot selection located 
within a shelf, (page 8, paragraph 120). 

Thus, given the teachings of Battou, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Schmidt with Battou to disclose 
allocating a slot section of the internal port address corresponding to the location of the 
network device within a slot, the slot selection located within a shelf. This would have 
facilitated locating the network device since certain slots are typically reserved for 
certain network devices, (Battou, page 8, paragraph 120). 

Conclusion 

18. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hassan Phillips whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3940. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571 ) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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